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The Finnish Room Committee is working to find the necessary support to start the final work to complete the 

room. We participated in the Open House and gave a concert featuring Juli Wood, Finlandia Foundation 

Performer of the Year, in December. We also had our annual Christmas Party in December. Our Pittsburgh 

Finns music group, led by Nathan Fix, has performed on several occasions including at the Scandinavian 

Society Nordic Night dinner party in October. As an aid in fundraising, we maintain an ongoing advertisement 

in the Finnish American Reporter, a newspaper for Finnish Americans published monthly by Finlandia 

University in Michigan.  Other plans for seeking support are on the agenda. 

 

Some Details in the Finnish Room 

 
The log construction is an important unique characteristic in the Finnish Room design. Other unique structures 

are the ovens--the smoke oven in the living room and the sauna kiuas (heater) in the sauna. Both are designed 

for special use. 

 

1. Dovetail corner keep the building as one unit that does not fall apart.   

2. Curved fitted logs keep rainwater from seeping between the logs, protecting the logs from rotting.   

3. The ceiling is darkened from the smoke, but not the walls. 

      

The smoke oven in the livingroom is designed to let the smoke out near the ceiling so that the walls in the house 

stay clear of smoke. Only the ceiling above the beams are darkened from the smoke. The walls have naturally 

aged color, brown. Pictures from Seurasaari Museum in Finland from Frank Eld. 

  



Left:  The fireplace in Frank Eld’s model is not high enough 

for the smoke to go up and is showing on the walls. 

 

Right: Fireplace and 

smoke hole illustration 

in Latvala house in 

Seurasaari, Helsinki. 

(Notice that the heights 

of  the houses vary. 

The room and fireplace 

in the middle picture 

are much lower.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 After adding the sauna in the design we also added the sauna heater, kiuas. That is different 
from the smoke oven and has its own, now patented, design:  
Abstract: This invention is for boosting the performance of any existing rockpile-type sauna 
generator by dividing the rockpile into two parts, the lower part for steam generation and the upper 
part for steam drying and superheating. The parts are separated from each other by an enclosed 
space, clear of rocks, which allows water to spread out onto a large area of the rocks at the lower 
part of  the rockpile and steam to expand into a large space below the top part of the rockpile and 
thus to touch a large volume of hot rocks when it rises through the rockpile. Water is transported 

down to the space above the bottom part of the rockpile without touching the hot rocks at the top of the rockpile, by using 
by passers which allow water to run down past the upper part of the rockpile and to spread out over a large area of rocks 
at lower part of the rockpile. 
  
Type: Grant Filed: June 2, 1994 Date of Patent: September 3, 1996 Inventor: Veikko A. Lippo, Greensburg PA. 
 

 

 

Coats of Arms and Hannuôs Coat of Arms 

 

 
 

 



Hannu’s Coat of Arms, an  Coat of Arms of Finland and the Provinces:  

old Finnish design, was used  Varsinais-Suomi, Satakunta, Hāme, Karjala, Lappi, Ahvenanmaa, 

in the Finnish penny (penni).   Uusimaa, Savo, Pohjanmaa. 

 

 

A set of 25 Arabia plates with designs from the Kalevala 

will show life on the land and examples of the Finnish language used as an oral tradition to preserve 

knowledge, history and skills.   

 

 

 

Mikael Agricola started the written Finnish 

with his translations of New Testament and the Bible. He also wrote the first ABC-book to teach the 

Finnish language. 

Mikael 

Agricola 

translating 

the New 

Testament.  

 

Right: 

wooden 

statues and 

porcelain 

statues.  

 In addition we have a collection of books including the Delaware-Albumi which was published 

in 1938, the 300th year celebration of first Finnish Settlers’ arrival to America, and old family 

Bibles. 

The Big Dipper star constellation 

not only symbolizes the northern location but also “Seven Brothers,” the first Finnish language 

novel, written by Aleksis Kivi, the founder of Finnish language literature. The brothers were compared with the 

seven stars in the Big Dipper.    (Perhaps there is room for the Little Dipper also and the North Star on the end 

of its handle) 



 

 

 

 

Seija Cohen Reporting 

 


