Finnish Room Committee Report, March 2019

The Finnish Room Committee is working to find the necessary support to start the final work to complete the
room. We participated in the Open House and gave a concert featuring Juli Wood, Finlandia Foundation
Performer of the Year, in December. We also had our annual Christmas Party in December. Our Pittsburgh
Finns music group, led by Nathan Fix, has performed on several occasions including at the Scandinavian
Society Nordic Night dinner party in October. As an aid in fundraising, we maintain an ongoing advertisement
in the Finnish American Reporter, a newspaper for Finnish Americans published monthly by Finlandia
University in Michigan. Other plans for seeking support are on the agenda.

Some Details in the Finnish Room

The log construction is an important unique characteristic in the Finnish Room @ignunique structures
are the ovensthe smoke oven in the living room and the sauna kiuas (heater) in the sauna. Both are designec
for special use.

1. Dovetail cornekeep the building as one unit that does not fall apart.
2. Curvedfitted logskeeprainwater from seepinigetween the loggrotectingthe logs from rotting.
3. The @ilingis darkenedrom the smokgbut not the walls

The smoke oven in the livingroom is designed to let the smoke out near the ceiling so that the walls in the ho
stayclear of smoke. Only the ceiling above the beamslarkered from the smokélhe wallshavenaturally
aged color, brown. Picturésm Seurasaari Museum in Finlafrdm Frank Eld.



Left: Thefireplace inF r a n k mdglélisl Hotshigh enough
for the smoke to go uand is showing on the wall

Right: Fireplace and
smoke hol@llustration
in Latvala house in
Seurasaari, Helsinki
(Notice thatthe heights
of the houses vary.
The room and fireplace s
in the middlepicture
aremuch lower.)

After adding the sauna in the design we also added the sauna heater, kiuas. That is different
from the smoke oven and has its own, now patented, design:

Abstract: This invention is for boosting the performance of any existing rockpile-type sauna
generator by dividing the rockpile into two parts, the lower part for steam generation and the upper
part for steam drying and superheating. The parts are separated from each other by an enclosed
space, clear of rocks, which allows water to spread out onto a large area of the rocks at the lower
part of the rockpile and steam to expand into a large space below the top part of the rockpile and
thus to touch a large volume of hot rocks when it rises through the rockpile. Water is transported
down to the space above the bottom part of the rockpile without touching the hot rocks at the top of the rockpile, by using
by passers which allow water to run down past the upper part of the rockpile and to spread out over a large area of rocks
at lower part of the rockpile.

Type: Grant Filed: June 2, 1994 Date of Patent: September 3, 1996 Inventor: Veikko A. Lippo, Greensburg PA.
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Hannu’' s Coaat of Cdarofrisms of Finland and tHerovinces
old Finnish design, wassed VarsinaisSuomi,SatakuntaH a me K appi,j Abveranmaa,
in the Finnish penny (penni). Uusimaa, Savd?ohjanmaa.

A set of 25 Arabia plates with designs from the Kalevala
will show life on the land and examplestbé Finnish language used as an oral tradition to preserve
knowledge, history and skills.

Kalevala- i Plates

Mikael Agricola started the written Finnish
with his translations of New Testament and the Bible. He also wrote the firsthaBICto teaclthe
Finnish language.
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e In addition we hava collection of bo&s includingthe DelavareAlbumi which was published

in 1938, the 30 year celebration of first Finnish Settleesrival to Americaand old family
Bibles

Bl The Big Dipper star constellation
not only symbolizet he nort hern | ocati,ont betf iad sto FiSmel
novel written byAleksis Kivi, the bunder of Finnish language literature. The brothers were compared with the
seven stars in the Big Dipper(Perhaps there is room for the Little Dipper also and the North Star on the end
of its handle)



Aleksis Kivi @
Founder of Finnish language literature novels, plays, poems itfemdn
weljesta.

Sertomus

The seven stars in the room are symbols of the seven brothers in Aleksis Kivi’s main work, 5. Gt D Riwi.
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FINNS GUIDED PENNSYLVANIA COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT

Finnish colonists guided Pennsylvania development during the colonial period.

Finnish settlers constituted the majority of the colony of New Sweden, along the lower reaches of Delaware River. The colony was
established in 1638 by Sweden, which at that point in time also included Finland.

Finns figured prominently in leadership of that New Sweden colonization, including the director of the founding company (Admiral
Klaus Fleming), the commander of the fort from 1639 to 1641 (Mans Nilsson Kling) and the first governor of the colony, from 1640
to 1643 (Peter Hollander Ridder).

In 1655, New Sweden was conquered by the Dutch, but the original Finnish settlers continued to live there.

From 1748 to 1751 the community hosted Pehr Kalm, a professor of economics at
the University of Turku, who made a systematic study of the vegetation of
Pennsylvania and neighboring regions and wrote a widely disseminated journal
about colonial America and the colonists' dream of independence based on
interviews of the descendants of New Sweden--this journal appeared in German,
French, English and Dutch. Kalm’s name was given to the Pennylvania’s state flower,
the mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia).

A few years later, the community rallied to accomplish the colonists’' dream.

In 1776, the deciding ballot for independence was cast by John Morton, the
Chairman of the Pennsylvania Assembly at the Continental Congress when the
Declaration of Independence was being drafted; when the voting began in early July,
the final decision depended on Pennsylvania, where it was pending prior to his 1

John Morton, Declaration delayed arrival--his name appears on the Declaration of Independence. Pehr Kalm, botanist
of Independence signer, 1776 and journalist, 1750

The immediately succeeding governance was led by John Hanson, the president of
the United States in the Congressional Assembly in 1782.

Seija Cohen Reporting



